Continuing education about physically abusive relationships: does education change the perceptions of health care practitioners?
The purpose of this study is to determine the effectiveness of mandatory continuing education for domestic violence. This study surveyed health care professionals attending the 1993 and 1997 National Perinatal Association Conference in Florida to determine change their awareness and identification of pregnant women involved in physically abusive relationships. Even though in 1993 Florida initiated a mandatory 1-hour continuing education credit on domestic violence, the findings report that there were no statistically significant changes for awareness and identification. However, there was a statistically significant increase in the availability of patient education materials within the 4-year period. Both the 1993 and 1997 respondents expressed a desire for more professional education related to domestic violence.